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became Scribes themselves. The schools seemed to be their
natural sphere, although the study of the Law was not in the
least dependent on Pharisaic interests. The reason was rather
that the schools provided all possible opportunities for discuss-
ing, probing and commenting on the precious sacred books
whose remote immobility they sought to bring to life. The
curriculum of every Jewish school was based on the canon
of the Scriptures. Moreover, the Pharisees were so essentially
scholastic in their outlook that they preferred speculation to
action, and easily mistook the former for the latter. Whenever
we get a glimpse of the Pharisees they appear as interpreters
and jurists, rather than as men of action.1 Thus they were
usually more inclined to talk about the Messiah, and to define
his place in the world to come, than to risk their lives in support
of the claimants, of varying degrees of importance, who arose
at intervals and presented themselves for Israel's acceptance.

Ill

THE ZEALOTS

Meanwhile there was a large body of men in Palestine who,
while they were closely akin to the Pharisees, being, like them,
legalists, pietists, Messianists and nationalists, were intolerant
of the double scandal of the godlessness of many of their com-
patriots, and the subjugation of God's people to the yoke of the
goyim. These people certainly counted on Jahweh's aid to deliver
l;hem from their troubles, but they were also determined to
make use of every opportunity to help heaven by means of
their own efforts. They were known as Zealots or Cananceans.*
They formed what may be termed the extreme left wing of the
Pharisees, and Josephus exactly expresses this relationship
when he says 3 that on the whole members of this party shared
the doctrines of the Pharisees, but that they had an invin-
cible love of liberty and " acknowledged no leader or master but
God !) (fjiovov rjye/iova nal deanorriv rov Bsov &zedrj(p6ai). They
preferred death, for themselves and their families, to the neces-
sity of owing obedience to any man. Consequently they
deplored the passive attitude of the Pharisees and extolled

1  CCLXXVII, 243, and CCLXXVHI, ii, 309.

2 Kavavawi, the Greek transliteration of qatfanaija, meaning zealot.
Cf. LXXV, i, 486 and n. 138 ;  CCLH, 309 ;  CCXCH, i, appendix i, 421 ff. ;
CCLXXVin, ii, 402;   CCLXXH, 300.

3 Jos., Ant., xviii, 1, 6 ;   cf. B.J., ii, 8, 1.